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Comprehensive preparation kit for UPSC CSE aspirants covering Mains DAF guidelines, GS paper analysis, key high-...

1. EXAM / NOTIFICATION KEY FACTS & DATES

Post / Course Name Civil Services Examination 2026

Minimum Qualification Graduate

Application Start Date 11 Nov 2026

Last Date to Apply 25 Nov 2026

Exam Date 21 Aug 2026

Selection Process Prelims (Objective), Mains (Descriptive 1750 marks), Personality Test (275 ...

Exam Mode & Duration Offline Pen-Paper; Prelims 2 hrs per paper, Mains 3 hrs per paper

Key Subjects Polity, History, Geography, Economy, Environment, Sci & Tech, Ethics, Optional

Negative Marking Prelims GS-1: 0.66 marks deducted per wrong answer (1/3rd penalty)

2. 4-STEP SMART PREPARATION PLAN

1. Phase 1: Clear GS core concepts through NCERTs and standard text reference books while keeping syllabus copy updated.

2. Phase 2: Master DAF updates, optional subject depth, and practice daily answer writing with strict time tracking.

3. Phase 3: Solve previous year questions (PYQs) from past 10 years to analyze repeating themes and conceptual traps.

4. Phase 4: Take simulated full-length tests, refine elimination techniques for Prelims, and attend mock interviews.

3. SAMPLE GOLDEN SHORTCUTS & FORMULAS

* Shortcut 1: Fundamental Rights Order (Art 14-32) -> E-F-E-R-C-R (Equality 14-18, Freedom 19-22, Exploitation 23-24, Religion

25-28, Cultural 29-30, Remedies 32).

* Shortcut 2: High Court vs SC Writs -> High Court (Art 226) covers Fundamental + Legal Rights; SC (Art 32) covers ONLY

Fundamental Rights.

* Shortcut 3: Primary Deficit Formula -> Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit - Interest Payments.

* Shortcut 4: Money Supply Trick -> M1 = Currency + Demand Deposits + Other RBI Deposits (Most Liquid); M3 = M1 + Time Deposits

(Broad Money).
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4. TOP 10 HIGH-WEIGHTAGE SYLLABUS TOPICS (QUICK SUMMARY)

1. Indian Polity: Fundamental Rights & Writs Weightage: High (4-6 Qs)

Articles 12 to 35 form the core of Indian Constitution's Part III. Focus heavily on Article 14 (Equality before Law), Article 19 (Six Freedom

Rights with reasonable restrictions under 19(2)), Article 21 (Right to Life...

2. Indian Polity: Constitutional & Non-Constitutional Bodies Weightage: High (3-5 Qs)

Analyze Constitutional bodies established under specific Articles: Election Commission (Art 324), Finance Commission (Art 280), UPSC (Art

315-323), Comptroller and Auditor General (Art 148), and Attorney General (Art ...

3. Modern History: Freedom Struggle & Acts (1857-1947) Weightage: High (5-7 Qs)

Focus on major administrative acts: Morley-Minto Reforms 1909 (communal electorate), Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms 1919 (dyarchy in

provinces), and Government of India Act 1935 (provincial autonomy, federal structure). T...

4. Art & Architecture: Temple Architecture & Ancient Schools Weightage: High (3-5 Qs)

Study Nagara (North), Dravida (South), and Vesara (Hybrid) style temple architectures carefully. Key Nagara features include Garbhagriha,

Mandapa, and Shikhara (Latina, Phamsana, Valabhi). Dravida architecture highlig...

5. Physical Geography: Geomorphology & Plate Tectonics Weightage: High (4-5 Qs)

Master Continental Drift Theory, Sea Floor Spreading, and Plate Tectonic concepts. Learn three boundary types: Divergent (Mid-Oceanic

ridges), Convergent (Oceanic-Continental creating Andes/Cascades, Continental-Conti...

6. Geography: Indian Monsoon & Climatology Weightage: High (4-6 Qs)

Understand thermal mechanisms, Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) shifting, jet streams (Somali Jet and Tropical Easterly Jet), and

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD). Distinguish between positive IOD (warmer Western India...

7. Indian Economy: Fiscal Policy & Budgeting Weightage: High (4-6 Qs)

Differentiate Revenue Deficit, Fiscal Deficit, Primary Deficit, and Effective Revenue Deficit clearly. Fiscal Deficit equals Total Expenditure minus

Total Receipts excluding borrowings. Primary Deficit equals Fiscal D...

8. Indian Economy: Monetary Policy & Banking Weightage: High (5-7 Qs)

Study the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) composition, inflation targeting framework (4% (+/-2%)), and policy instruments: Repo Rate,

Reverse Repo Rate, Marginal Standing Facility (MSF), Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), and ...

9. Environment: Wildlife Protection Act & Protected Areas Weightage: High (4-6 Qs)

Understand Wildlife Protection Act 1972 and its 2022 amendment which streamlined schedules into four main categories. Learn categories:

National Parks (highest protection, no grazing allowed), Wildlife Sanctuaries (li...

10. Environment: Climate Change Conventions & Agreements Weightage: High (4-6 Qs)

Track key international agreements: Rio Earth Summit 1992, UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol (Common But Differentiated Responsibilities), and Paris

Agreement 2015 (Nationally Determined Contributions to limit temperature increa...
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5. 10 SAMPLE EXAM-STYLE PRACTICE MCQS (WITH ANSWERS)

Q1. Which of the following Fundamental Rights can NEVER be suspended even during a National Emergency proclaimed under
Article 352?
(A) Articles 14 and 19 (B) Articles 19 and 20 (C) Articles 20 and 21 (D) Articles 21 and 22

Ans: (C) | By the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act 1978, Articles 20 (Protection in respect of conviction for offenses) and 21 (Protection

of life and personal liberty) cannot be suspended even during a National Emergency.

Q2. With reference to the Indian Parliament, which of the following statements about the Finance Commission is correct?
(A) It is a statutory body set up under an Act of Parliament. (B) It is constituted by the President under Article 280 of the Constitution. (C) Its

recommendations are binding on the Union Government. (D) The Chairman must be a serving judge of the Supreme Court.

Ans: (B) | Finance Commission is a quasi-judicial Constitutional body constituted by the President every 5th year under Article 280. Its

recommendations are advisory in nature.

Q3. The Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909 introduced which of the following features into British Indian administration?
(A) Dyarchy in provincial executive (B) Separate electorates for Muslims (C) Federal scheme for British provinces and princely states (D)

Bicameral legislature at the center

Ans: (B) | The Indian Councils Act 1909 (Morley-Minto Reforms) introduced a system of separate electorates for Muslims, legalizing

communalism.

Q4. Which of the following features distinguishes Dravida temple architecture from Nagara temple architecture?
(A) Presence of a Garbhagriha (B) Use of stone carving (C) Presence of tall entrance gateways called Gopurams (D) Dedicated image of the main

deity inside

Ans: (C) | Gopurams (lofty entrance towers) and boundary walls are unique defining characteristics of Southern Dravida style temples,

which are absent in Northern Nagara temples.

Q5. Consider the following statements regarding Earthquake Waves: 1. P-waves can travel through solid, liquid, and gaseous
materials. 2. S-waves travel only through solid materials. Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(A) 1 only (B) 2 only (C) Both 1 and 2 (D) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (C) | Primary (P) waves are compressional and travel through solids, liquids, and gases. Secondary (S) waves are transverse and

can travel ONLY through solid media.

Q6. A 'Positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)' is generally associated with which of the following conditions?
(A) Cooler Western Indian Ocean compared to Eastern Indian Ocean (B) Warmer Western Indian Ocean bringing good monsoon rainfall to India (C)

Severe drought conditions across the entire Indian subcontinent (D) Occurrence of severe El Nino in the Atlantic Ocean

Ans: (B) | Positive IOD means the Western Indian Ocean becomes warmer than the Eastern Indian Ocean, which brings enhanced monsoon

rainfall over India.

Q7. What is 'Primary Deficit' in the context of the Government of India Budget?
(A) Fiscal Deficit minus Interest Payments (B) Revenue Expenditure minus Revenue Receipts (C) Fiscal Deficit minus Capital Expenditure (D)

Total Receipts minus Total Borrowings

Ans: (A) | Primary Deficit = Fiscal Deficit - Interest Payments. It indicates the government borrowing requirements excluding interest

burdens of past loans.

Q8. If the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) increases the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), what will be its immediate impact on the
economy?
(A) Increases lending capacity of commercial banks (B) Decreases liquidity in the banking system (C) Decreases repo rate automatically (D)

Increases inflation rate immediately

Ans: (B) | Increasing CRR forces commercial banks to park a higher proportion of cash with RBI, thereby absorbing liquidity from the

banking system and reducing money supply.

Q9. In which of the following protected areas is human intervention strictly prohibited by law under Wildlife Protection Act 1972?
(A) Biosphere Reserve (Transition Zone) (B) Wildlife Sanctuary (C) National Park (D) Community Reserve

Ans: (C) | National Parks enjoy the highest level of protection under WPA 1972. Grazing of livestock and human exploitation of resources

are strictly prohibited.
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Q10. Which of the following Indian wetlands is currently listed under the Montreux Record?
(A) Chilika Lake (B) Keoladeo National Park (C) Vembanad Kol Wetland (D) Pulicat Lake

Ans: (B) | Currently, Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan) and Loktak Lake (Manipur) are in the Montreux Record. Chilika Lake was

removed from the record in 2002 after successful restoration.
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WANT THE FULL 15+ PAGE SELECTION E-BOOK & PYQ BANK?

UNLOCK COMPLETE ADVANCED NOTES PACK @ Rs. 99
14+ Chapters Deep Notes + 15 Formula Tricks + 35 Solved PYQs + 15-Q Mock Test & OMR

6. FREE CHEATSHEET VS COMPLETE RS. 99 SELECTION E-BOOK

Feature Free PDF (This File) Full Selection E-Book (Rs. 99)

Total Length & Depth 4 Pages (Quick Summary) 14-18 Pages (Complete E-Book)

Chapter-Wise Theory & Notes Brief 2-Line Summary 12+ Deep Chapters + Exam Trap Alerts

Formula & Shortcut Cheat Sheets 4 Sample Shortcuts 15 Master Shortcuts + 2GK/Formula Tables

Solved Exam-Level Questions 10 Sample MCQs 35 Solved PYQ-Pattern Qs with Tricks

Self-Assessment Timed Mock Test Not Included 15-Question Mock Test + Printable OMR

Final 7-Day Revision Checklist Not Included Included + Exam-Hall Strategy

HOW TO DOWNLOAD THE FULL 15-PAGE E-BOOK RIGHT NOW:
1. Click the button below or open this link in your mobile/computer browser:

CLICK HERE TO UNLOCK FULL E-BOOK @ Rs. 99 ->

https://myadmissionguru.com/notes/upsc-cse-complete-advanced-notes-5

2. Pay Rs. 99 via UPI (GPay / PhonePe / Paytm) & download the complete PDF immediately!
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